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Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the mechanism for retracting the 
fingers rearward of the cutting edge of displaced toward and beyond the cutting edge of the 
blade as set forth in claim 1 and means for engaging that registers the spacer in a plurality of 
working positions as set forth in claim 9 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) because they fail to show a series 
of spaced indentations in the seat 12 and mating of at least one protrusion 63 with the series 
of indentations in the seat 12 as described in the specification. See page 8, paragraph 37 in 
the specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the 
disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). 

3. The drawings are objected to because Figs. 1-4 contains alterations that have not been 
initialed by the applicant. For example, the reference number 63 or 74, which points to the 
protrusion on the body 34, has been altered an it is not clear whether the reference number 
is number "63" or number "74". 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1. 121(d) are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of 
the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, 
the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
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remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description 
of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The specification is objected to under 37 CFR 1.71 for not disclosing 

how protrusions 63 on the body 34 mate with series of indentations in the seat 12. It is not 
clear how the spacer 20 can move forward and backward in different positions with respect 
to the shave plane. It is not clear how the protrusions 63, which are not clearly shown, can 
mate with the indentations, which are not shown, and move the spacer 20 in different 
positions. It is not clear how a protrusion can disengage from an indentation and engage with 
another indentation. Therefore, it is not clear what mechanism moves the spacer to different 
working positions. See page 8, paragraph 37 in the specification. 

5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: " the cap 46" 
should be -The cap 14--. See paragraph 30, lines 1 1-13 in the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making and 
using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or 
with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by 
the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claims 1-6 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which is not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. Regarding claim 1, the disclosure fails to teach how the fingers 
displacement toward and beyond the cutting edge is controllable. The specification fails to 
teach how the spacer displacement that decreases the contract between the cutting edge of the 
blade and the skin is controllable. The disclosure fails to teach the mechanism that moves the 
spacer to different working positions. It is not clear how protrusions 63 on the body 34 mate 
with series of indentations in the seat 12. Therefore, It is not clear how the spacer 20 can 
move forward and backward in different positions with respect to the shave plane. It is not 
clear how protrusions 63, which are not clearly shown, can mate with the indentations, which 
are not shown, and move the spacer 20 in different positions. It is not clear how a protrusion 
can disengage from an indentation and engage with another indentation. Therefore, it is not 
clear what mechanism moves the spacer to different working positions. Regarding claim 9, it 
is not clear how the spacer can be move to the plurality of working positions by "a means for 
engaging." 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
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regards as the invention. Regarding claim 9, "a means for engaging that registers the spacer 
in the plurality of the working positions" is not clear. It is not clear what engages the " a 
means for engaging " It is not clear what "a means for engaging" means and what portion of 
the razor blade cartridge is engaged with the means of engaging. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1 1 . Claims 1-6 and 8-9, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chen (5,377,409). Regarding claim 1, Chen teaches a razor blade cartridge 
including a seat 12, a cap 14 mounted on the seat 12 so that the seat 12 and the cap 14 define 
a space therebetween and at least one blade 16, 18 having a cutting edge and mounted 
between the seat 12 and the cap 14. Chen also teaches a spacer 20 5 coextensive with the at 
least one blade 16, -18 and mounted between the seat 12 and the at least one blade 16, 18. 
Chen also teach that spacer 20' has a plurality of spaced apart fingers 76' extending 
frontward of the spacers and being operable between an initial position wherein the fingers 
are retracted rearward of the cutting edge and a plurality of working positions wherein the 
fingers are displaces toward and beyond the cutting edge for controllably decreasing contact 
between the cutting edge of the at least one blade 16, 18, and the skin and removing shaving 
debris accumulated in the space. The four curved protrusions on the bar 52' define the finger 
of the spacer 20'. See Fig. 6 in Chen. The spacers or the fingers also controllably are 
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displaced toward and beyond the cutting edge of blade 18 as shown in Fig. 5. See Figs. 1-6 
and col. 8, lines 22-46 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 2, Chen teaches everything noted above including a seat blade 16 
mounted between the sat 12 and the spacer 20' and having a cutting edge spaced frontward 
Of the cutting edge of the one blade 18 and a plane tangent to the seat and cap being a shave 
plane. There is inherently a plane tangent to the seat and cap. See Figs. 1-6 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 3, Chen teaches everything noted above including that the fingers 
76' are spaced below the shaving plane in the initial position of the spacer 20'. See Figs. 1-6 
in Chen. 

Regarding claim 4, Chen teaches everything noted above including that the fingers 
76' of the spacer 20' lie beyond the shave plane in the plurality of the working positions. 
See Figs. 1-6 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 5, Chen teaches everything noted above including that the seat 12 
has a guide bar 24 coextending with the cutting edges of the blades 16, 18 and having a 
plurality of fixed members which are spaced apart along the guard bar 24 and extend upward 
therefrom. The fixed members are the rounded sections of the guard 24 which are separated 
by grooves 32. Chen also teaches that each of the fixed members having a respective rounded 
top terminating below, on or above the shave plane. The fixed members have a rounded top 
as shown in Figs. 1-3 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 6, Chen teaches everything noted above including that the fixed 
members provided on the seat 12 are aligned with the fingers 76' formed on the spacer 20' in 
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a direction perpendicular to a longitudinal extend of the cutting edges of the at least one and 
seat blades 16, 18. See Figs. 1-6 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 8, Chen teaches everything noted above including that the spacer 
20' has a continuous front edge from which the fingers extend frontward and at least one of 
the plurality of working positions wherein the front edge of the spacer lies in or beyond the 
shave plane corresponding to a cleaning position of the spacer 20'. See Figs. 1-6 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 9, as best understood, Chen also teaches that the spacer 20 further 
includes a means 60 for engaging that register the spacer 20 in the plurality of the working 
positions. The longitudinal slot 62 engages the post 34'and the spacer is capable of being 
held in different position with respect to the cutting edge of the cutting blade by the actuator 
or the user. 

To the degree that can be argued that the curved protrusions in Chen are not fingers 
the rejection below is applied. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 1-6 and 8-9, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Chen in view of Ferraro (4,272,885). Regarding claim 1, Chen 
teaches a razor blade cartridge including a seat 12, a cap 14 mounted on the seat 12 so that 
the seat 12 and the cap 14 define a space therebetween and at least one blade 16, 18 having a 
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cutting edge and mounted between the seat 12 and the cap 14. Chen also teaches a spacer 20' 
coextensive with the at least one blade 16, 18 and mounted between the seat 12 and the at 
least one blade 16, 18. Chen also teach that spacer 20' is operable between an initial position 
wherein the spacer is retracted rearward of the cutting edge and a plurality of working 
positions wherein the spacers is displaces toward and beyond the cutting edge for 
controllably decreasing contact between the cutting edge of the at least one blade 16, 18, and 
the skin and removing shaving debris accumulated in the space. See Figs. 1-6 and col. 8, 
lines 22-46 in Chen. Chen does not teach a plurality of fingers extending frontward of the 
spacer. However, the use of a plurality of fingers on a spacer is well known in the art such as 
taught by Ferraro. Ferraro teaches a spacer 22 having a plurality of fingers 30. See Figs. 1-5 
and col. 2, lines 32-68 and col. 3, lines 1-66 in Ferraro. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to provide Chen's razor cartridge with the plurality of 
fingers as taught by Ferraro in order to increase comfort in shaving. 

Regarding claim 2, Chen teaches everything noted above including a seat blade 16 
mounted between the sat 12 and the spacer 20' and having a cutting edge spaced frontward 
Of the cutting edge of the one blade 18 and a plane tangent to the seat and cap being a shave 
plane. There is inherently a plane tangent to the seat and cap. See Figs. 1-6 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 3, Chen as modified by Ferraro teaches everything noted above 
including that the fingers 30, as taught by Ferraro, are spaced below the shaving plane in the 
initial position of the spacer 20'. See Figs. 1-6 in Chen and Figs. 1-5 in Ferraro. 


Application/Control Number: 10/643,495 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3724 

Regarding claim 4, Chen as modified by Ferraro teaches everything noted above 
including that the fingers 30, as modified by Ferraro, of the spacer 20' lie beyond the shave 
plane in the plurality of the working positions. See Figs. 1-6 in Chen and Figs. 1-5 in Ferraro. 

Regarding claim 5, Chen teaches everything noted above including that the seat 12 
has a guide bar 24 coextending with the cutting edges of the blades 16, 18 and having a 
plurality of fixed members which are spaced apart along the guard bar 24 and extend upward 
therefrom. The fixed members are the rounded sections of the guard 24 which are separated 
by grooves 32. Chen also teaches that each of the fixed members having a respective rounded 
top terminating below, on or above the shave plane. The fixed members have a rounded top 
as shown in Figs. 1-3 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 6, Chen as modified by Ferraro teaches everything noted above 
including that the fixed members provided on the seat 12 are aligned with the fingers 30, as 
modified by Ferraro, formed on the spacer 20' in a direction perpendicular to a longitudinal 
extend of the cutting edges of the at least one and seat blades 16, 18. See Figs. 1-6 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 8, Chen teaches everything noted above including that the spacer 
20' has a continuous front edge from which the fingers extend frontward and at least one of 
the' plurality of working positions wherein the front edge of the spacer lies in or beyond the 
shave plane corresponding to a cleaning position of the spacer 20'. See Figs. 1-6 in Chen. 

Regarding claim 9, as best understood, Chen also teaches that the spacer 20 farther 
includes a means 60 for engaging that register the spacer 20 in the plurality of the working 
positions. The longitudinal slot 62 engages the post 34'and the spacer is capable of being 
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held in different position with respect to the cutting edge of the cutting blade by the actuator 
or the user. 

Response to Amendment 
14. Applicant's arguments filed on 05/23/05 have been folly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments that Chen does not teach at least a spacer moveable between a 
plurality of working position for controllably decreasing the contact between the edge of the 
at least one blade and the skin is not persuasive. Chen teaches that the spacer 20 moves from 
a first initial position rearward of the cutting edge to positions forward and beyond the 
cutting edge of the cutting blade for removing the shaving debris, as set forth in claim 1. The 
forward movement of the spacer toward and beyond the cutting edge of the blade can 
displace the fingers of the spacer toward and beyond the cutting edge of the blade. The 
spacer is capable of being held in different position by the user with respect to the cutting 
edge of the cutting blade. For example, the amount of the force exerted by the user on the 
actuator button 56 determines the forward movements of the actuator with spacer with 
respect to the cutting edge of the blade. The forward movement of the actuator toward and 
beyond the cutting edge of the blade inherently decreases the contact between the cutting 
edge and the blade. The fingers of the spacer can be held in a desired working position with 
respect to the cutting edge of the cutting blade, if the actuator is pushed forward to the 
desired position. It should be noted that the actuator and the spacer can be pushed forward 
and held in the desired position by the user. This determines the position of the spacer with 
respect to the cutting edge of the blade. 
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Conclusion 

15. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghassem Alie whose telephone number is (571) 272-4501. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap can be reached on (571) 272-45 14. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
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about the PAIR system, SEE http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (too-free). 


GA/ga 

August 4, 2005 


Allan N.Shoap 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3700 


